Recent developments in autoimmune liver diseases.
Several diseases are regarded as autoimmune liver diseases. Apart from the cholestatic liver diseases, primary biliary cirrhosis, primary sclerosing cholangitis, these include autoimmune hepatitis, hepatitis as part of the autoimmune polyendocrine syndrome type 1 (APS-1) and particular overlap syndromes such as autoimmune cholangitis (also called antimitochondrial antibody negative primary biliary cirrhosis [PBC]), overlap syndrome chronic active hepatitis (CAH)/PBC and the overlap syndrome primary sclerosing hepatitis (PSC)/CAH. In addition, auto-antibodies may be observed during the course of chronic viral hepatitis, in particular chronic hepatitis C and D. Finally, a small number of drug-induced liver diseases is immune mediated. The following article will review our recent progress in the field of autoimmune hepatitis including APS-1 and autoimmunity in viral hepatitis and immune-mediated drug-induced liver disease.